THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
who had fought at Poitiers and who had witnessed the later
breakdown of the Plantagenet claims across the Channel were
still alive, and all the immediate past had retained a memory of
the earlier victories and the shame of the subsequent defeats.
Henry, therefore, could expect a certain amount of public
support for the dynastic experiment which, if it were to succeed,
would firmly establish the new Lancastrian house. In April
1415 he summoned a Council of Peers, spiritual and lay, named
his younger brother, the Duke of Bedford, Regent, and pro-
claimed his intention of raising an army and crossing the sea.
Even at such a moment there was a further rebellion, or rather
conspiracy, while the army was concentrated at Southampton
and about to embark. The conspiracy had the object of putting
the legitimatel heir, the young Earl of March (who was now
twenty-three), on the throne.
There were present in the army two brothers (the sons of
John of Gaunt's younger brother), cousins of the King, Edward,
Duke of York, and Richard, who was Earl of Cambridge
and who had married Mortimer's sister, who would be the
rightful heir to the throne if the young Earl of March died
without children. This Earl of Cambridge, the Duke of York's
brother, was the head of the conspiracy, which may have been
betrayed by young Mortimer himself. Cambridge and his
accomplices were put to death.
Agincourt, Four days after, on Sunday, August u, the
transports, with an army of over 30,000 men on board and a
strong siege-train of the new artillery, served by a thousand
gunners, set out from Spithead. The fleet cast anchor upon
the northern bank of the estuary of the Seine, just below
Harfleur, then the port of the river-mouth, as Havre is to-day.
Harfieur had no garrison to speak of—only 400 men gathered
haphazard—and it capitulated at the end of five weeks. Henry
garrisoned his capture, and determined to hold it as a second
bridgehead across the Channel and blocking the Seine. His
plan was to make a raid, such as his great-grandfather,
Edward III, had carried out, gathering what loot he might and
falling back on Calais. But he had lost nearly one-third of
1 Legitimate, be it remarked, only in strict feudal law. He inherited
through the women from the elder brother of John of Gaunt. But as he was
not a, Plantagenet by male descent and name the nation might not have
accepted him.
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